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SUBJECT: MBFR: NOVEMBER 14 EC DISCUSSION 
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L RUTH INVITED US TO HIS OFFICE ON NOVEMBER 20 FOR A 
SHORT BRIEFING ON THE NOVEMBER 14 EC-NINE DISCUSSION 
OF MBFR WHICH CONFIRMED THE POINTS CONTAINED REF (A). 

RUTH REITERATED THAT THE NINE DID NOT INTEND TO DISCUSS 
SPECIFIC NEGOTIATING POSITIONS. HE SAID IT WAS UNCLEAR 
WHICH COUNTRY WOULD TAKE THE INITIATIVE NOW IN DRAFTING 
A PAPER, BUT HE ASSUMED THAT EACH COUNTRY WOULD WANT TO 
PRESENT ITS OWN VIEWPOINT. 

2. RUTH CHARACTERIZED THE LATEST MEETING AS A "GOOD 
BEGINNING ", CLAIMING THE FRG WAS NOT DISAPPOINTED AT 
ITS OUTCOME. 

3. COMMENT: REF A NOTED THAT ACCORDING TO WOOD THE 
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FRG WAS NOW ISOLATED IN THE COMMUNITY. RUTH DID NOT 
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IMPLY THERE WAS ANY SUCH ISOLATION, BUT DID HIS BEST 
TO PORTRAY THE EC-NINE AS UNITED IN THEIR APPROACH TO 
FURTHER DISCUSSIONS ON MBFR. ALTHOUGH DISCUSSIONS OF 
TECHNICAL MBFR ISSUES SEEM TO BE RULED OUT, WE WOULD 
NOT BE SURPRISED TO SEE THE FRG STRUCTURE ITS PAPER IN 
SUCH A WAY THAT SPECIFIC ISSUES - "CEILINGS" OR THE 
"COLLECTIVE REDUCTION COMMITMENT" - SURFACE IN SOME 
MANNER. 
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